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were erected. The walls and towers were meant to protect those who did not
know from those who did.

This was done by a small minority of powerful people who understood that in
our competitive world, a world full of struggles and wars, societies that create
and maintain cocoons for people who do not know or do not want to know enjoy
a huge advantage. These powerful people, and at the same time people who
have reached this understanding, have always been a small minority in any
society, including Israel.

In the modern state, physical security, which is provided by the police and army,
is accorded to everyone, those who know and those who do not know. Thus the
walls and ivory towers in ancient universities were rendered tourist sites. This
does not apply to the university as an institution. Not only has the existential
danger not waned, it appears it has increased over the past generation for
universities around the world, particularly in Israel.

University founders recognized the danger that threatened the institution. So
they built walls and modern ivory towers. This is why Israel established a
budget committee geared toward institutions of higher education and
administrative councils to manage universities. Their main purpose was to
protect the fragile, meager university-academic domain from public opinion's
destructive force, political and economic propaganda, the market economy and
the authorities.

In recent years, Israel has seen a steep decline in people's understanding of the
research university's rightful place in human culture and its irreplaceable
contribution to a country's strength and physical existence. This attitude is
compounded by a misunderstanding of the function of the protective apparatus
built around universities. This misunderstanding is evident among those who are
supposed to be important pillars in the defensive wall; some university faculty
members also suffer from this misunderstanding.

In light of these external pressures that are growing fiercer, some of which pose
a hostile threat to the universities, the current defense is not holding up. The
cracks in the wall have recently given way to flooding.

As a result, in almost complete contrast to the popular catchphrases uttered
from every direction, we must say in a loud and clear voice: Around this we
must build a concrete separation fence.
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