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tightening hold on the West Bank."

Faculty members at Tel Aviv University's Department of History, including noted
historian Miri Eliav-Feldon, initiated the letter. Signatories included Israel Prize
recipients Simon Sandbank of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Myriam
Yardeni of Haifa University, Benjamin Isaac of Tel Aviv University and other
prominent academics.

At last week's council meeting, Trajtenberg said Ariel College's recognition as
"Ariel University Center of Samaria" has "no significance" and was merely a
"declaration.”

"I have doubts as to whether there is indeed a need for the seven research
universities Israel has today," Trajtenberg added. "When we examine the level of
the various faculties, we have barely five universities at a suitable level."

The executive committee chairman of Ariel University Center, Yigal Cohen-
Orgad, said in response to the letter, "I'm pleased that the scientific community in
Israel and abroad is not waiting for instructions from the peripheral group of anti-
Zionists who stand behind the letter."

"Unfortunately, there were attempts to impose an academic boycott on Israel
before the Ariel University Center existed, and there will be attempts in the
future.”

Responding to Trajtenberg's remarks, Cohen-Orgad said, "Our every move is
made out of respect for the authority of the Council for Higher Education. As for
the prediction of Prof. Trajtenberg, it is premature."

The Council for Higher Education said, "We do not respond to comments made

in the council's internal forums. It is clear to all that authority for naming the
institution in Ariel is not in the council's hands."
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